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38 The Social Réle of Truth According to St. Thomas Aguinas 


ates of sciences and, instead of availing itsclf of the 
conciusions of science, becomes its servant.® 


The paragraph just quoted goes on to say: “ This latter attitude 
has been that of modern philosophy.” The procedure took this 
form: criticism first destroyed the older metaphysical notions by 
applying whenever possible the methods and principles which had 
proved so efficient in the region of 3 


h scientific research.® Obviously 
such a method must needs hav 


philosophy. The conse ae m3 profound consequences for 
Selves in this ER ena se peed ie ee reveal theny 
thought: “ Popular ig ee by a historian of last century 
thought in the — e best known . types of philosophical 
Germany, Positivism neal are Materialism and iessinisi in 
and Menosticia in ee Ree philosophy in Trance, Naturalism 
need now is to see ie ie This is the result though and the 
wholehearted adopt; and why such currents should arise in the 

option and subservience of philosophy to science. 


the general ; ions of that other. What were 
Seneral ideas of the science to which philosophy turned? One 


of the most j 
of abstract pitage and far-reaching was the fact that the ideal 
ruth suffered belittlement. Science in many cases 


held that form 
ulas are convenient : ¢ 
(79 . ; the ‘ 1 
Unity of knowledge y are not true—but useiu 


symmetry, truth and beauty 
aS canons for the Scientific j i 


° Sheen, F. : 
6 Merz, J. Ne eae Europea, Grondon: Longmans, 1925), p. 7: 
i ’ ur : = w/} i 
don: Wm, Blackwood & Son Rar ae RENE eer pen 
'y Op, cit. i fF * LSE. 
» IV, p. 746. Cir, Randall, J. TT obi cits a Bee 


» in its phil und its keynote in hope, the nine- 
osophy, at least, either disillusionment 


tic whistlin ; 
; Op. citi, i pp. ony to keep its courage up.” 


~ 


Truth and Modern Society 39 


“acids of modernity,” proved corrosive of the traditional authori- 
ties of the past. Science substituted hypothesis for conclusion. 


2. Scientific Method and Philosophy 
Philosophy followed the lead and, to conhne ourscives to 
thought in America, we see the reflection in such systems as 
Pragmatism and Instrumentalism. Here is truth according to 
Pragmatism, for example: 


. 


... “truth” in our ideas and beliefs means the same 
thing that it means in science. [t means nothing 
but this, that ideas (which theimseclves are but part af our 
experience) become true just in so far as they help us to 
get into satisfactory relaiion with other paris of our cx- 
perience, to summarize them and get about among then 
by conceptual short-cuts instead of following the mter- 
minable succession of particular phenomena. Any ideas 
upon which we can ride, so to speak; any ideas that will 
carry us prosperously from any one part of Our eXpcri- 
ence to any other part, linking things satisfactorily, work- 
ing Securely, simplifying, saving labor; is true for just 
so much, true in so far forth, true insirumentally. 

True ideas are those that we can assimilate, validate, 
corroborate, and verify. False ideas are those that we 
cannot. That is the practical difference it makes to us 
to have true ideas; that, therefore, is the meaning of 
truth, for it is all that truth is known as. 

_ The “true,” to put it very briefly, is only the expedient 
in the way of thinking, just as “the right” is only the 
expedient in the way of our behaving. Wxpedient is al- 
most any fashion; and expedient in the long run and on 
the whole, of course; for what meets expediently all the 


experience in sight won’t necessarily meet all farther ex- 
periences equally satisfactorily. /:xperience, as we know, 
has ways of boiling over and making us correct our pres- 
ent formulas. 

The “absolutely ” true, meaning what no farther ex- 
perience will ever alter, is that ideal vanishing pomt 
towards which we imagine that all our temporary truths 
will some day converge. Jt runs on all fours with the 
perfectly wise man, and with the absolutely complete ex- 
perience; and if these ideas are ever realized, they will 
all be realized together. Meanwhile we have to live to- 


4 1 y 
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da j i 
. y by here truth we can get today, and be ready tomor- 
ao oO call it falsehood. Ptolemaic astronomy, cuelidean 
pace, aristotelian logic, scholastic metaphysi¢s. were ex- 


in experience vas boiled 

over : its 1 i: 
nine es limits, and we now call these things onls 
sew MME OF triewithini these burdersus excemence 


. AbDsolutely ie 
limits were cas 


ual, and mi ht have be > ‘ Sue 3 Fs 
t : ; it Ne en transcended by 
past theorists j s ) 


Knowledge in th 
knowledge. Such 
hypothetical know] 


lS system “we must identify with 
is knowledge for better or for worse. No 
aioe se eee be more infallifsle Ora. ‘erlan 
eee eae uman mind which defiries, proves and 
posible to ea: aes Pe possible to know, = fully as it , 
a Property of ideas as th eas eee ie oc eae 
man thinking: its nose ite aes amid the actual processes of nue 
it fulfills ite ee S oe or not the idea works, hether 
idee essentially for eo ir what is demanded of it, “An 
ae eds mething, and when it does what it is for, 
rue idea. And since ideas have a function, 
ot fulfill, truth is one of two opposite 
ideas, the other being error.” }! 7 
though ; | “sses itself in a slightly different vein, 
nment and in the same temper. The 
hought to pragmatism reveals ifseli in 
ohn Dewey as “th 
m known as instrumentalism,” and in 
Prefers to call his philosophy 
lism, but the public continues 


9 James, Wm., Pragmatis; 
222-223. Italics author’s, 
10 Perry, R. B., op. cit 
11 Perry, R. B., op. cit. 
22 Dictionary of Philo 
pp. 78, 246. 


nm (N : 
ew York: Longmans, 1910), pp. 58, 201, 


De 243. 
» Pp. 204. 


soph u 
y (New York. Philosophica} Library, 1942), 


SU det abate eat RS gece oh foudSmaniLTe apie tg tie 


Way 


: nf ph 


nota or Soe 
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_.: If ideas, meanings, conceptions, notions, theories, sys- 
tems are instrumental to an active reorganization of the 
» given environment, to a removal of some specific trouble 
and perplexity, then the test of their validity and value 
_ hes in accomplishing this work. If they succeed in their 
~ office, they are reliable, sound, valid, good, true. If they 
fail to clear up confusion, to eliminate defects, if they 
increase confusion, uncertainty and evil when they are 
acted upon, then are they false. Confirmation, corroh- 
oration, verification lie in works, consequences. J fand- 
“some is that handsome does. By their fruits shall ve 
__ know them. That which guides us truly is true--demon- 
‘strated capacity for such guidance is precisely what is 
. meant by truth. The adverb “truly” is more funda- 
_ mental than either the adjective, true, or the noun, 
truth, An adverb expresses a way, a mode of acting. 
‘Now an idea or conception is a claim or injunction or 
‘plan to act in a certain way as the way to arrive at the 
- ‘clearing up of a specific situation. When the clatin or 
" pretension or plan is acted upon it guides us truly or 
falsely; it leads us to our end or away from it. Its ac- 


: . itive, dynamic function is the all-important thing about 


‘i and in the quality of activity induced by it lies all its 
: ruth and falsity. The hypothesis that works is the true 
ne; and truth is an abstract noun applied to the collec- 
10 of cases, actual, foreseen and desired, that receives 
onhrmation in their works and consequences.** 


_ Here too, scientific thought and method have left their imprint. 


Th attitude of the scientist that his formulae are not true, are 


merely. useful and convenient, serving for a time and being sup- 


ie ted sooner or later by new and other formulae, is carried over 
os a ph Osophy, introduced and adopted there. 


roe 3. Philosophical Science 
he course: of events outlined above reveals itself in another 
< Just as there is an introduction of strictly scientific elements 


tlosophy, so there is an adoption of philosophical attitudes 
: po €... The sciences have been advancing at a prodigious 
“ae Presenting the philosophers with data faster than they 


» Ja, Reconstruction in Philosophy (New York: Henry Holt, 
. Italics author’s. 
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116 The Social Ré 
Role of Truth According to Si. Thomas Aquinas Po ae 
BY his, ay divine hon- 
alue, 


@ ees 


we find their princi : 
Both theories pig Pal tng them farther and farther apart. 
his end. The phils yal on his place, his worth, and 
to its adjectives ; Rise - ee unfortunately, is confined 
Though Hucntescie r of Thomism is in its principles. be ek 
and thie inentifossticn - ak ar the militant atheism of Marxism i % ie 
- nothing in its own on, and race of National Socialism there ek, biology for the g 
independent reality; rath a demand this. God is not an with a progressing world. 
imagination “ digpuified i as the deity of monotheism emerged, direct proportion to the popul 
him superlative, omnisci powers of this divine agent and made Hi Site more space to the god of psychology, 
hand, it socialized and: ene omnipotent ; and on the other | — Meaty: favor that science at present. In any event man 
jected into the i ial pie him. J this fashion man pro-  [- eH neasure of all things, god included. 
Bich is the <onclucs e his own sense of personal agency.” ® % Man is the measure inl Thomism also. Because of the imima- 
sion of Humanism behind the pretentious Sega of i mind he can —“< ioe gat sings a 
at C e is the norm of truth. ul e recognizes We NO 


the Great Mathematician or to 
od who is tending towards deity, or else organic 
The god of the [umanists changes in 
arity of particular sciences. 
it is because Humanists 
is the 


If we 


facade of 
modern scien 
5 an Ce. Tea : 
be convinced of dix : We have but to go to that science to ee id oie 3 i 4 ; 
rational, whether ; > essential similarity of the appeal to the ir- rf fabricates it. The desperate expedients of Humanists to retam 
ism which ied er it be Marxism, National Socialism Hu some shred of intelligibility for a universe they conjure in a welter 
i Definitely i ee the talking. , Me Se ae __ of irrational forces reveal their insecurity. St. Thomas, to return 
 enely in the Humanistic spiri 425 once again to his teaching, is serenely confident of the intelligibility 
hy ewe titel a sg anistic spirit is Si “— Shngeea to his teaching, is serenely con dent of the Higibility 
pe: logist who has had profound tec pagel eud a modern that same universe——an intelligibility which mind discovers and 
e on Humanists them- — s guaranteed by supreme Mind, God. 
d shares are re- 
ciple, intelligible 
1 from that 
1 material 


4 ‘Selves, For him - 3. % ntific 
Mm scientific work i 
work is our only way to the knowledge ee 
i The intelligible species which our min 
~ause, to some prin 


of extern dak a 

-xternal reality.” 6° When m, 
Dita subjective Abie cy men speak of God, he says, this is ee 
mens wishes . drei ion of “illusions . . . derived from he duced, as into a first ¢ 
deat ae ee ee Ie fi " sin essence, namely God. But they proceec 
oldest, strongest and most: "VMS (principle by the mediating forms of sensible an 
: hich we acquire knowledge.” 


insistent wi ; 
\ ishes of mankind we 1 ; 
—the longing for parental protec- things from w 
asure for Humanism. “ God is the first measure 
source of knowledge 


tion.* Knowledge of G 
ee = comparable to Nyaa i ubna the perfection of men’s a a . ‘ han i 
NE SEAL “Each of aa bohes ee a uae gees: Beene for Thomism. Man is the 
ee eens eepeet me : and truth a Humanism. Given that man were not knowledge 
wi tu ] But granting the tm- 


_ paranoiac, substity 
iy, 2 re aC, substitut; om teehee vat ty 
world which is ; ng a wish-fulfi | 

through j = is unbearable ae pou Rens spect oF and truth id still remain im Thomism 
) into tedlite | Wet ONG carryi and truth would st Te 
: ; MOR Oe a arrying this delusioa— : - . 5 ve tonal i a i : 
delusion recognizes it as Rey to say, no is: ata pee a - possible, and eliminating the mind of God and the mind of man, 
tas such.”* ©, ¢. . Rae Jun 3 

ce Or, for another modern psy- a © Jung, CG. Psychology of the Unconscious, P- a 

ei we Bats. ©.%0 Jung, C. G., Psychological Types: P. oe : 

Pht Sass” qpectos intelligibites, quas nacticipat BANS * 
sicut in primam causam, in aliquod principium per suam = 

. pio procedunt 


ligibile, scilicet, in Deum. Sed ab illo princi 
formis rerum sensibilium et materialium a quibus scientiam co 


O32), Ba 54247) (translated by J. Riviere) Boa3 >. S. F., 1 a. Bt @ 8 ad I. 
; aac mi dee tise Siar, " Bite (> 72" | | Deus omimium entium est prima mensura. 


iellectus, reducuntur 
ntiam, intel- 
mediantibus 
ligimus.” 


’ TIC. G., 12. 
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120 The Soci A 
octal Réle of Truth According to St. Thomas Aquinas 


im principle not in termi 
long familiar Silat Humanisin speaks here in terms 
man, the ultimate ithe of oe people of the West: the dignity of 
man life, justice, law, e : . individual and the meaning of hu- 
manist Manifecto ir ve ity, freedom and so forth. The Hu- 
of whom it speaks is sagt such terms.” Dui, because the man 
manists are PR ty a 
society and are herp m their criticism of National Socialist 
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CHAPTER V 
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AS AND THE SOCIAL ROLE OF TRUTH 
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. WISDOM AND TRUTH 
1. Introduction 
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Significantly enough we have in St. Thomas himself an apt 
pe teary of his agreement and disagreement with Marxism, Na- 
_ tional Socialism and Humanism in terms of the wisdom which 
- guides the affairs of men. There is true wisdom, he says, and 
there are other forms for whi e of wisdom too, 
but which are really counterfeits. 
one points makes the difference. 
end, then there is earthly wisdom. 
bodily excellence, then there is @ 
man alone, then there is diabolical 
an imitation of the pride of the devil.’ 


ae ee 
perfectum; alio modo 


~ similitudinem, quod est in ma 
perfectus latro. . - - Et sicut circa ea qu 


~ altissima causa, quae cst summum bonum, 


cognitionem dicitur homo vere sapiens ; 
sicut ad ultim 


ss of m1 
ore are the happin 
Thomism the 


ch he uses the nam 
The end or good toward which 


If one makes material goods the 


If one is concerned only with 


nimal wisdom. If one exalts 


wisdom, so-called because it is 


uno modo quod vere bonum, et simpliciter 
liquid esse hbonum, secundum quamdam 


sicut dicitur bonus latro, vel 
bona, invenitur aliqua 


bonum dicitur dupliciter : 
dicitur a 
litia perfectum 
ae sunt vere 
quod est ultimu 
ita etiam in m 
um finem, per cujus cogni- 
_ . Quicumquae autem 


alis est invenire 


| 2 ~~ aliquid ad quod alia referuntur, 

if i — tionem homo dicitur esse sapiens ad male agendum. . 

ue avertitur a fine debito, necesse est quod aliquem fnem indebitum  sibi 

ae pracstituat ; quia omne agens agit propter finem. Unde si praestiiuat sibi 

ee finem in bonis corporalibus, yocatur sapientia animalis; si autem in aliqua 
ocatur sapientia animalis; si autem in aliqua excellentia, yocatur 


excellentia, v 
fae . . . a ee aed . = ” 
sapientia diabolica, m superhiae diaboli. 


q. 45, a. I ad I. 


propter jmitationc 


s finis, per cujus 


S. T., U-Mae, 


banc eed tea OR 


Bhs Ber 


sficy — rennet 


ea 


124 The Soci 
cial R6 
dle of Truth According to St. Thomas «1 
St. Thomas <lquina 
2. Wisdom 


In introduci 
the specific na eral tion of wisdom are we stravi 
think not. And of this chapter, the ner oy ae! — 
briefly St. Thomas’ er pes that conviction v i — We 
present ang IM eal of wisdom and its Serr brani 
| ere a ation with our 
is a true AN ed tcl at pains to point out in the | 
highest science rn hg science in its own right ' e last chapter, 
all the other scienc entified with wisdom. Nice = ee it ts the 
clusions through Ni physical or cinbticarseioat, — steadied 
causes, but it is ee not only is it a ig ae 
vise and the first nA ai demonstration eae — 
ite. per i 125 es? The inde 5 ne lighest 
degrees fe pe it is achieved Aol rap meee for truth 
understanding and are important ecatacinal: = aE: a, 
science. Depending on sia omens 2 


edge is vari 
fariously desi 
5 esignated by one of these three nat . 
ames.” 


——_——_. 


owl- 


tum, non 


Bite 


posterius nota quoad- 


u * . 2 
t dicitur (Aristotle he 


nat i 

ss no omnibus, quia judicium 

oy IP sonia ad primas | 
43) » D. De Anima, a. 16. 


himself in his search, and one who orders and p 


-dependet ab intellectu  sicu 


1 Réle of Truth 125 


i ' St. Thomas and the S ocia 


: te the order and relative importance of these three 


ellectual virtues St. Thomas compares their hierarchy to the 
ms y of the vegetative, sensitive and rational souls in man. 
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ther two.* Thus wisdom implies the highest reaches of truth—~ 
one a for truth is its end, and since truth is the ultimate end © 
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holds the first indemonstrable principles of being it does so be- 
cause it has apprehended their terms.” 
_ Asa final facet of St. Thomas’ teaching we might approach the 
: problem of the application of wisdom to society by examining the 
relation of wisdom and prudence. This latter virtue is pre 
eminently a practical one which controls and directs the activities 


~ of men, both individual and social. In one sense, Says St. Thomas, 
wisdom in human affairs. His argu- 


qualification considers the highest 
ause in any department iS 
Now in the realm of 
end of the whole of 
Thus prudence is 


wisdom in human affairs. Prudence is restricted and, hence, is not 
wisdom simply, but in its own field it can be called wisdom.?” 

_ In terms of the above wisdom and prudence are much the same. 
But we can and should emphasize their difference. It is one of 
end and means. Wisdom’s concern is the very object of happt- 
ness, the highest intelligible; prudence considers the means of 


_ prudence is no more than 


cause and, consequently, the highest ¢ 
‘the concern of wisdom in that department. 
human acts the highest cause is the common 


hilosophus non demonstrando, sed rationes 


terminorum tradendo, ut quid totum ct quid pars, et sic de aliis. Hoc 

autem cognitio veritas praedictorum principiorum manifesta relinquitur.” 
In IV Meta., lect. 5; “: - veritas et cognitio principiorum jndemonstra- 
bilium dependet ex ratione terminorum. Cognitio enim quid est totum et 

quid est pars, statim cognoscitur, quod omne totum est majus sua parte. 
Cognoscere autem rationis entis et non entis, et totius et partis, et aliorum 
quae consequuntur ad ens, eX quibus sicut ex terminis constituuntur 
principia indemonstrabilia pertinet ad sapientiam. .- - Et ideo sapientia 
non solum utitur principiis indemonstrabilibus, quorum est intellectus, con- 
cludendo ex eis, sicut etiam aliae scientiae, sed etiam judicando de eis, et 
disputando contra negantes.” Ss. T., I-Ilae, 4. 66, a. 5 ad 4. 

12 sapientia considerat causam altissimam simpliciter; unde con- 
sideratio causac altissimae in quolibet genere pertinet ad sapientiam in 
illo gencre. In genere autem humanorum actuum causa altissima est finis 
communis toti vitae humanae: ct hunc finem intendit prudentia. ..- Unde 
manifestum est quod prudentia est sapientia in rebus humanis; non autem 
sapientia simpliciter, quia non est circa causam altissimam simpliciter ; est 
enim circa bonum humanum : hoc autem non est optimum corum quae sunt. 
Et ideo signanter dicitur, quod ‘ prudentia ’ est sapientia viro, non autem 
sapientia simpliciter.” s. T., l1-lfae, 4. 47, a. 2 ad 1; cir. 1 qa. 1, 2- 6; 
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ee and deifies it. with glorifying the irrational goes = ‘ihust be when they become the norm of man’s activity. 
hm ri are irrational factors in man’s compositi sad _ Which is a question of order demands the subjection of hat 
; mes not deny this. But where T eee True wis- common to men and animals to wh the guic 
immateriality and intelligence i it agpclip linds and extols ance of mind. Impulse and emotion have 
ee beyond the organic < " ee Natioual Socialism never their own functi : Wh ether they 4 be noble or ignoble 
intelligibility whose a. a biological. In Phomistie wisdom | pends an ee bs f - i - a ey In pete ike is are 
universe and guides the “Py rp vig Intelligence suftuses the | in rakes owh an” sre la ss | 7 caccaeaig te 
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Rihomable meaning of A Rebocmniance? aes & ultimate and un- Fuki strength is . ae soit St ataes 
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true wisdom, it a it, tae, is of the earth only and a: ees of eg Re Se Oe ee and strife is the explctt 2% ar ae 
Gaiman aie Anas isa terrible caricature of the cousiGed. Phe , eae other. Even though we did not actually see the hatred and 
in tise nahin whet of society we have called aninial aaa sal proielty and callousness | National Socialism has unloosed in the 
animal, save the ae applied the adjective “ brutal” to ¥ <p he world those brutal emotions lay frightfully near the surface of its 
ale tes ola ana Wiebe ie animal, man, could so maine a eee philosophy. We could not but know that it needed only the light- 
there plated eis National Socialism ee ae : i 4 0 of ‘touches to quicken them into activity. The impulses and 
animal wisdom and animals h 7o = aPeNes HN - emotions of man, we have said, have their own strength. Left to 
anim ave it; but when we adopt low their own devices ‘nstead of the guidance of reason they 

an and wrecking society. 
is the strength animal 
r direction the ideal of th 
1 of unending warfare. That is precisely 
alism—world revolution and “ eternal 
n, the quest of truth for true wisdom 
not to the temporary satisfaction of 
able and perduring lust for power. 
y to be other than himself even 
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Wisdom 
is 
at is proper to man, 1- 
their own direction and 
de- 


government by mind 
e domination in their 


wisdom relies on. 
e stable order of 


Hy ‘ the phrase eon.) t 
> “animal wisdom ” for Nati Sociali 
Tor National Socialism we imply a | -end by consuming m 


| SAbSItTY “Drute creat Spray eee 
barack ne en Oe ‘ 
oe he prostitutes the se Na and which man offers only Yet their strength 
ieee Sadly enough bth se which alone is capable of such With that wisdom fo 
Orns Can man ey 5 y because of the intelligence whic j : i 
; an Mm. ren igence which he i : + Aes 
“acai rach na Be mesa mele 
duces dj : : 7 ae | ideal O ational >oci 
ee disorder from the shears: - National Socialism intro- Fs war.” 2° But man being ma 
; g§- So there is no wonder if "="? Gs diverted in animal wisdom 


‘Te 1s further disorder i 
2 = | Ree er in the i ~ ‘ 
i of man. If National Social- brutal hungers but to the insatt 


ES 


oe ge tional, we ule Pais i 
be irrational, too. For T Can but expect that its i f ‘ 
0. To: Bea ae eel ee s ide: yan W ri | vag sr jet 
ei ty ces fa OF men EC eee i 8 ee a a taabilt 
at is most important in the very denial of his worth 


_ mman is on the ley Me 
ae crams | el of intellisence ian 
most im . [2 “C1h renc eee pd : 
portant in man is « ahi co wisdom \“ hat is 
" organic and sensitive. |  conveniant quod est sensibile, non tamen 
‘oportet quod anima s rationis in homine et equo: quia 
sunt unum animal in specie; unde in homine anima 


O ‘ 
ne reots human action j m4 
nare sapientis : reasoned ; 
Bicxas aprentis est.7 7% Phe eis ot and ordered contro! ordi- 
~ SIN€s free rein to impulsive and ; homo et equus non 
AES : “4 sensibilis est multa nobilior quam in aliis animalibus quantum ad prin- 
E eny th strength . a 7 es cipales actus .. - in omni enim toto potestativo poteitia inferior superiori 
=ge puise anc -— conjuncta_perfectior invenitur, ut potestas propositi multo excellentior est 
tiam conjungitur 


ven when th rhe 
Dy 3 eats are disordered, as they 117 in rege. Anima autem sensibilis in homine per essen 
. ee Caatean sadopets «+, 2 aeehs d, 18, q. 3 ad 4. 


bret 43 ; 25 Cfr. Chapter IV, Pp. 105 ff. 


24 = homo et equus in ho 
sensibilis sit uniu 
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True wi 
wisdom use r . 
order the a prudence—wisdom in human affairs—to 
Resist Bibra mine ag Animal wisdom, a counierfeit, uses 
Ss rteit, 1n th 1 h 7 ¢ : 2 
But th: ; . , e hope of achieving the same e 
: : ino the same e 
it cunning is carnal > ne end. 


interest. It is as changeable lle: a sa seer an er 
in man lice eck, hag " ma marr as the irrational powers 
bites scr tike 45 Wes ehecle peer wisdom orders, considers the 
ef Gaus Bie a ihe sae erse, the common end of the whole 
wislec: tudes guile Pe ¥ unchangeable principles. Animal 
whole universe and the rere ia mee ise Tighest cause oF the 
In ee ie = awe cnd of the whole of human life. 

es tee ie ne se ag 2 ne diabolical wisdom of St, Thomas 
Pikes cae a ems We examined, Humanism. St. 
of dhe Golda oF ive a Fd ecause such wisdom is an imitation 
very naive to modern eles pad, ee ee 
manism yates eT . Given the general attitude of Hu- 
Sy PRs’ be if Cab Wea i why. Seven centuries ago, though, 
chastak garat aikie. of ee abn false wisdom as diabolical, 
_ Humanism to be iiaes ROMER AR Fo too clearly with that of 


Before goi f 
J u > r 
ng further we might examine just what St, Thomas 


means by diabolical pride. He says: 


In another wa 

some respect which may desire to be like unto God in 
to desire to creat hai not natural to one; as if one we : 
God ; in which it igen and earth, which is sat Neti 
way that the devil rae ere would be sin. It was in tht 
desired to resemb!] oe to be like God Not that wa 
absolutely; for bee by being subject to aa wee bie 
being ste mo crater oi eee esting is, own non 
existence under God. Put. “ist except by ing its 
in this jiscact’ tur te ne ailees desired aed tance tad 
something which he cae as his last end of heatit x 
Saleica. dopuina hie could attain by the virtue of hi jane 
beatitude, which aiS appetite away from elie te 
pit ae a 4 Pils ahs Ni God’s et ene 
sawed! fe ae oe that likeness of God = bf he 
his own nature And sig Sallie have it by th Ha fe S 
bli ae Aaa , and not from Divine assis Seer 8 

g od’s ordering.?° assistance accord- 


26" Alio vero modo po aliquis a 
to potest aliquis ppetere similis esse D 
pe Wa one | Deo, quantum ad 


hoc in S imi 
q non natus est a il i iq $ Pp 
t assimilari ; Sicut s juis a peteret creare cae 
uo 3 ees coe = ] 


St. Thomas and the Social Réle of Truth 135 
ation we can now proceed to Hu- 
diabolical wisdom. Humanism 


of truth, of God, of man, 
ism and 


In the light of the above quot 
- manism which we described as 
says man is the measure—the measure 
f society. To appreciate the factors which vitiate Fluman 
_ justify its inclusion as a false wisdom two phrases of the preced- 
ing quotation might be emphasized. Characteristic of diabolical 
p fide is a desire to resemble God. But that desire is not ( 1) a 
desire of resemblance in the sense that “he desired to be subject 
to no one else absolutely ; for so he would be desiring his own 
~ non-being, since no creature can exist except by holding its exist- 
ence under God.” It is (2) a desire or resemblance “‘ by desiring 
as his last end of beatitude something which he could attain by 
the virtue of his own nature, turning his appetite away from 
_ Supernatural beatitude, which is attained by God's grace.” 
3 Bringing the parallel to Humanism we find in it (1) the 1 
of God, and (2) the avoidance of complete submission to the tm- 
ort of that idea by the contention that it is realized in the God 
ot emergent evolution who is tending towards deity or in the God 
of the psychologists which is a projection into the universe of 
_ man’s own sense of personal agency.” The inversion this implies 
_ has been indicated in a comparison of the norms of knowledge 
and truth of Thomistic wisdom and diabolical wisdom. For 5t. 
_ Thomas, as we have shown, the divine Mind is that measuring 


and not measured (mensurais, noi mensuralus ), while the hu- 
and not measuring ( mcnsuratus, WOK 


e idea 


man mind is that measured BFERIg ar ee 
mensurans quidem res naturalis, sed artificialis tantum).?%  F1u- 
“a a eee “ hes : 
Et hoc 


; 
et terram, quod est proprium Dei, in quo appetitu esset peccatum. F 
modo diabolus appetitit esse ut Deus, non ut el assimilaretur quantum - 
hoc quod est nulli subesse simpliciter; quia sic suum non esse agbeters : 
cum nulla creatura ¢s5¢ possit, nisi per hoc quod sub Deo esse participat. 
oat Sed in hoc appetiit indebite esse similis Deo, quia appetut _ ines mena 
-— beatitudinis id ad quod virtute suae naturac poterat sages aie ll cn 

suum appetitum a beatitudine supernatural, quae est €x ie apn 
si appetiit ut ultimum finem illam Dei similitudinem quae datur ¢ 8 a 
voluit hoc habere per yirtutem suac naturac poterat a re ss 
suum appetitum a beatitudine supernatural, quae est ex gratia el. ee 


e Gh; G8, a 3; ofr. 1-lies, 4 72: * 5; I1-Ilae, 4. 46, a. I. 
27 Cfr, Chapter IV, pp. 116-117. 
23 Cfr. Chapter I, p. 14- 


eae PE 


Ce Tee 
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Mmanists makin 
sider him to ap Sia hes sole measure of truth must perforce con- 
Yet the dilemma of a re Sa the master and creator of reality. 
Wich Hie belawas) atinicy.o8 Whe Pasete of intelligibility, which 
the recurrence of the ide of the Humanists craves, is revealed in 
in all the shades of abr God—always a new one of course— 
measure there is no fad oi 1 a miei wisdom. Tf man is the 
Withal, one of the main mbes ee ied eEnet he need tend. 
tion. At present its adherents nesses of Humanism is its vacilla- 
current science or are a are at the mercy of ever-changing 
powerful state as the Piss y submitting themselves to an all- 
measure; the great Pl ae Let the demand be man as the 
veal itself if there is aie hat diabolical wisdom: cannot but re- 
measured and not sea wphance to that demand. Man is that 
telligibility and supr asuring and that implies intelligence, in- 
there is the fact iy ines Intelligence. And in Humanism ea 
self. For implicit hag Aa aa his own nature ii spite oh hans 
nanism’s course, even though it is sur- 


render to the 
at, : Wron, ; 
we abcolute, & the proof of man as that meas- | 


ured and not measur ing. 


The same di of 
po pe emcees 1 its excessive demands for man 


betray i 
9etrays him Tru j 
ead : e wisd 
where he is also in a mae to be Sure, places man on an eminence 
nence is in accord with a ton to make demands. Put that emi- 
discovers it. is nature. He does not make truth, he 
fa be i and his vitality is the high- 
mega) he mind. The rightful activity 
only itself but guides and directs in 


ement a inter 
ent all the inferior powers which also 


» Man. Ss 


rip , L j qe my 
excessive demands for man — 


: lly it teil Hiss 
to Peli as subject to no norm. 
9 hxing we have already indi A 
, id seb ae 3. eady indicated.** It 
must b raditiona] < ; 
of SAR ae The upshot dct dualism of mind and body 
1i0us torces and f Aat man is described j 
wc : : ae -s i terms 
essentially blir drives of : ” 
only in Se of a materialism es ener to a universe 
tionalism of aha of expression aR Ake gaaniainlh that difter 
Tarxism and National Saci.t:. materiali 13 
onal hae ism and irra- 


2° Cfr. Chapter II, pp. 59-66. 
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ae 

“Moreover, the society which diabolical wisdom would establish 
ce more than reinforce the harm. Once again, though, 
’s inability to be totally untrue to himself evidences 


Humanism would have man the measure of all thngs. Yet the 
e outside himself, as much a part 
finds its substitute in the 


pleicly 


itsel i. 


B 
_ society Humanism proclaims. 
subordinated to the mass entity. 


4 
ec i . . 
ess is only achieved in a process 0 


the end beyond himself. 


of the community, 
: _Thomistic wisdom, as we have 
of the social nature of man, safegu 
each person by establishing an individual goal to give 
meaning to the individual's life. With Humanism the dignity of 


‘man is a fundamental assumption. In Thomism the dignity of 
As a matter of fact 


gard comes from the 
n its full strength. 
ations. The pride 
ue humility of 


pointed out,*° while fully aware 


ards the worth and liberty 0} 
individual 


f diabolical wisdom f 
‘homistic wisdom rightly indicates. 
N TO SOCIETY 


B. TuHomistic WispoM AND APpLIcaTIO 


i. 


Eduard Benes, former 
sidered an outstanding po 
an individual's “life wort 


Faith in Truth and Science 
Czecho-Slovakia and con- 


president of 
lists four prerequisites for 


litical thinker, 
h living ” in society. They are: 


versal mor: 
liability of the 
dignity.** 
his chapter will be to show how ad- 


ae in truth and science, Wa. 
al principles, 


espect for uni 
Honesty and re pledged word, 
Belief in human 


The purport of the rest of t 


87-88 ; Chapter IV, pp. 119-121. 
31 Quoted in The World We Want to Live In (A Discussion edited by 
ew York: Doubleday, Doran, 1942), Pp. 81. Oe 


Everett Ross Clinchy), (N 
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mirabl 48 . 
oe Og hae oe Shee Gt ie See Bs 
The worth ef tke 
and science, has diol gtitie i me first requisite, faith im truth 
cin aa OL, a iggested in the criticism it made of Hu- 
denies neither the . ae. it offered to that thought. Thomism 
Hucmstcens devs of philosophy nor the truth of science. 
Wie cee es beste one and nullifies the other. 
portionate hosted or. anne as We saw it was a dispro- 
either by adopting the method of a a te field of highest truth 
of philosophy or by relyi tae the particular problems 
achieve the complete hz is, Sak the findings of scicnce alone to 
creasing realization th: ee oe of man. Fortunately there is in- 
bd atades avn wh ah oe “= method of science and the discoveries 
to which they are a ves msufficient. The problem is the use 
question. put. Science of itself can never answer that 
It is here th : : 
the scientific seme fails completely. So wedded is it to 
ticular sciences, that wh ; ound up is it with the methods of par- 
ment ends in nothin e at a3. a distinctly modern achieve- 
true science and by = se 2 disservice to science. There is 
it is only a partial as be science is truth. But at its highest 
society is complete som i a truth. The concern of man and 
over, guides as well as. ¢ full apprehension of truth, more- 
though, by its narrow vi completes scientific truth. Humanism, 
trath= ‘More Pie le He has shut itself from the fullness of 
manding of it and for wi f has perverted scientific truth by de- 
Thomism’s i eck scape of which it is totally incapable. 
ue and guarantees ee a seaniedee obviates 
of science Kip igh Holding the field of ene m: ad per 
There is a con eg departments, it i dive : “ 3 
function and Sequent clarity, a consequent ap: sia each. 
ne Aik result of each. Instead of A toh orice of the 
dae mtg interdependence. strous independence 
one ihe ales. issue with Humanism’s clai : 
ce— science of phen vs im that there is only 


‘ : omen 
no wisdom; the intellect is a slave mi If that be true, there is 
a ih i“ he service of s ee 
<4 be T VIC ensitive ap- 


# ~ cannot say “ I,” we cannot utter a noi 


fire of immaterial visibility in act, 


a Thomistic realism maintains and saves 


i 


ee 


4 

esr 
on 
* Aa 
ptt 


hte 


= 
at 
Ee 
i 


geen 


: their duty to decree what is true 
wisdom has no desire t 


because its purpose, which is co 
 veals to it realities that 


and Religion (A Sympos 
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on. The Thomistic teaching of the life of the mind, to 
never permit such a 


_ Tf positivism old and new . . . does not understand that 
- metaphysics is authentically a science, a knowledge of a 
perfected and completed type, it means that they do not 
understand that the intellect sees. lor them, sense alone 
is intuitive, the intellect having only a function of con- 


nection and of unification. Let them be silent! for we 
n of the language, 


without testifying that there are objects in things, that 
is, centers of visibility, which our senses do not reach, but 
_which our intellect does. Of course there is ne angelistic, 

intellectual intuition, in the sense of Plato and Descartes 
—JI mean an intuition which does not need the mediation 
of the senses; of course there is nothing in the intellect 
which does not originally derive from sensible experi- 
ence. But it is precisely the activity of the intellect 

which disengages from this experience and brings to the 
: the objects which 


_ Sense cannot decipher in things, and sces.*” 


all the truth discerned 


And it does so because it comple- 


the science of phenomena. 
wn wisdom—the wisdom 


ments and defends those sciences by its 0 
f philosophy. In the realm where the sciences are at home it 15 
and what is false. Thomistic 


o intrude there. Put that same wisdom 
a higher place ‘n the edifice of knowledge 
ncerned with primary causes, si: 
are more profound and more essential. 

phy justifies itself, the while safe- 
autonomy of the physical sciences. 
out knowledge, truth and wisdoim as 
ates how this can be achieved. 
and justify the principles 
er who establishes not 
de of which scientific 


demands for philosophy 


_ With such an ideal philoso 
guarding and respecting the 
What we have so far said ab 
St. Thomas envisions them, indic 
For it is the philosopher who must know 
of the other sciences. It is the philosoph 
only his own limits but the boundaries outsi 
“ Science, Philosophy and Religion,” Science, Philosophy 
ium), P. 175- Italics author’s. 


32 Maritain, J., 
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discipli : S 
ie Ln eulireai a being false to themselves. It is 
ees lait aa the other sciences against the hidden 
Ya reg sy bedradan metaphysics, and in that way safe- 
erty and autonomy. 
lai Thomistic wisdom by contrast wit 
pci yee. cond aes we have set down—faith in truth and 
i i - a natural level it guarantees rational 
Lea Nag a ae e function of the wise man is to order 
ee Pini Lamba of Thomism with Tfunianism is 
poet ak hd it satishes its own demand. In the 
ies heat sig Wwe cannot only criticize the disorder of 
saves Sik tales aee of ve can offer a hierarchy of knowledge which 
' truth. 


tty ‘ . 
rinanism con- 


ake Beas ina for Universal Moral Principles 
chapter. It is a division ib ich we briefly indicated in the first 
Thomas, ifto truth of ily a and used many times by St. 
_ Such 3 iin tabla gs 3 ruth of Justice and truth of doctrine. 
~ nature of truth. And j xs emphasize the results rather than the 
Humanism to bring ay cee previously. we used the contrast of 
the first requisite of coast lef the contribution of St. Thomas to 
of ‘Fhiotaiem | with Neccic. so here we shall continue the contrast 
what his wisdom means ism and National Socialism as we study 
‘In reviewing int sth respect for universal moral principles. 
St. Thomas, truth of life oe said of these divisions of iruth by 
ence within the individual ie be considered as true human extst- 
be described as true ane society. Truth of justice may 
sonal obligations to one’s ee adequate fulfillment of per- 
truth of life is personal, eee ane to society. While the 
others. Truth of docket oar e justice has for its concern 
oe or speculative, infused ¥e Ra Maga i cara 
ese divisions of truth indicate its scope. For truth in action 

a = t 


is coextensiv it 
ive with the whole of man’s activity: it 
yy) en 8 activity: it ranges across 


= 8 T., I1-Ilae, q. 109, a. 2 ad 3; cfr. | 
4S. T., If-IIae, q. 109, a. 3 ad at eek. 
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The fact that 5t. 
th in terms of such general 
sweep. Not the 


is his fidelity in do- 


> whole of his personal and social life. 
thomas examined and defined tru 
realms evidences clearly how he appreciated its 
st of his services to truth, and socicly too, 


Truth of doctrine demands that truth defend itself by every 
means available to it. One way of doing this we have already 
In the strength of its own sure wisdom it must t 
Thus it is that we have found 


irthly wisdom of Marxism 


ale €X- 


: ception to anything that distorts it. 
es 10 nisic wisdom in opposition to the e: 

and the animal wisdom of National Socialism. 
ee One way to appreciate the strength and surety of Thomistic 
tisal of Marxism 


ay 


as. ; ; 
Es thought in that task is to contrast tts calin appti 
‘ejection of thought 


and National Socialism with their hysterical 1 
opposed to their own. Thomism finds and admits elements of 
ith in the systems it criticizes ; Marxism and National Socialism 
ny flatly any truth but their own. Thomism holds that truth is 
iversal, the common possession of all who seck rightly. Marx- 
m and National Socialism restrict truth until it becomes atro- 
d—the truth of class or the truth of race. 

he social consequences of these various systems in this 


truth quickly reveal themselves. Certainly one phase of 
’s whole-hearted subjec- 


for universal moral principles 1s mankind 
ion to truth wherever it can be found. That Marxism and Na- 
onal Socialism restrict truth is shown in their actual, absolute 
does not suit their 


z and working negation and exclusion of what 
- marrow view. The weapons to this end are force and hatred. 


‘he excesses of the two in the “ liquidation ” of intellectuals, in the 
s, in the censorship of reading, in the direc- 
or race—confirm in practice 


role of 
respect 


ippression of school 
tion of the arts—all in terms of class 


the direction of their principles. 
~ Now the rejection of error forms an active part of the truth of 
doctrine. The contrast, though, in the way Thomism achieves this 
and the way Marxism and National Socialism do is striking. In 

4 convincing argument of the superiority of the wisdom 

— of St. Thomas to the other wisdoms. The forces released by 
them in society are just as restrictive as the truth of class and the 
truth of race. They defend their wisdom by hatred, abuse and 


$2 7 he Bs ( O ] 7 7 ? oO ) / , 3 711aAS 
. « LLIUAS 


brute for ; 
orce. HE is a truis 
ruism to say th: 
not only of the indivi say that all of these : : 
e ese are corrosive 
i — but of society Thomis : corrosive 
rse. Respect for i yet en has BD sees 
not only thei or its self-evident princi 
r acceptz : nt principles deman 
said and shown ee but their defense too a a ni a is 
. , e defense is i : t, aS We Have 
aa rejection, is in terms of calm appraisal not 
Ne can: ; 
S also compar > 
ism in the sphere hehe Thomism, Marxism and National Social 
our relations with oti € truth of justice. That truth me en 
. = Cc be ‘ 11CE bet 2 
itemediatdly sear us iers. It involves not only our ties dem i : 
but, much wider aie ci only our ties with our aus or na i 
esitciend Sei, : les in the union of all mankind i. 
tive and that ea — and truth of race at tercow : ¢ have 
There can be ae Is especially applicable in the act ; pn 
respec - uni 2 present case. 
those that affect th pect for universal moral principles ha 
tort See ee eetome OF sll men—in Marx sad Be. 
sm be é —in Marxism tn 
themselves off in oo by the force of their position = ie 
. ; Pe 1eV C 
Universal embraces all ed and practice from regard for thong 
ism ends in fete The earthly wisdom of M:z is 
one class, the Sesbae ion of the sum total of truth and ju eae 
cialism ends in the Rimage The animal wisdom of aah : 44 
: Ti € nal So- 
4 one race, the pure fon ats sum total of truth and justice 
ational Sociali ans. The fact hee 
Socialism d € fact that both Marxism < 
even death in societ AE and introduce strife peer oot =e 
they have eh cht ues occasion no surprise ta 4 are “Hie 
: ; rut a ’ ' 1e@ measure 
and cannot agree with re they have excluded those a ap 
el would eliminate leat es content with excluding : seh 
ational Socialj oj Mea en e disruntj 7 g m, 
Socialism is onl : uptiveness of Marxi ; 
Thomist; : 5 only too evident j ‘s Marxism and 
stic Vv yident in the ' 
Tay visdom abhors ™ the present day as proof. 
ason it takes issu i S such exclusiveness. TI 
characterizes them € with Marxism and Natio il S oe 
"2 as eart = na tialis 
more than critical i oh and animal wisdom i ocialism and 
and evident to those y € conviction of truth nat phe ged 
— : se who trul ; atural to all me 
only for natio uly seek mei) 
ie nal . » It finds a co: : 
ciples provide a but for international soci ‘ ee a 
ed c ‘iety as ; 
meet, refine, exch onimen: fiud: of eect s well. Its prin- 
, ) ange $ e i . 7 
of all. g - and pool their sca F n which all can 
Thomism sh : Ci or the betterment 
ows its fidelity to the teuith: 
ue iruth of justice even in the 
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Marxism and National Social- 
es of society 1s on the 


way it separates itself from 
jlom and convinecd, 


Its quarrel with these two philosophi 
ee of principle. Sure of its own Wis 
Be arther, that there is no knowledge which is totally false. it re- 
ay the highest right of every man the quest for truth. Its 
ability, moreover, to disengage the truc from the false in Marx- 
ism and National Socialism gives concrete proof of more than lip 

gence to this ideal. 
eget ally, where earthly and animal wisdom fail in the truth of 
2 Be; Thomistic wisdom amply fulfills. Truth of life we have 
_ defined as true human existence within 
erociety. The partial aspects which Marx 
_ dalism seize and emphasize as complete truth set the complete 
a ‘existence of man either on the material or animal level. Not 
- only does this truncate his ‘ndividual life, but the result in society 
nd annihilating subordi- 


the sndividual unit of 
ism and National So- 


~ *S, mone form or another, the complete a 

. potion of the members to the whole. Much more, the bond of 
‘a ‘can never have any higher form than brute force and 
_ terrorism. 
a St. Thomas, because he takes a higher view of man, 
. higher view of society and the bond of union within it. 
higher view of man, also, he retains the individual worth of each 
member, the while demanding the utmost of all for the perfection 
: a societal living. Thomistic thought does not deny the corporeal ; 
_ its difference from Marxism and National Socialism comes in the 
: acknowledgment of the spiritual and immaterial. 

_ On that plane it is moral principles that guide and direct and 
_ Set the goal of man. On the plane Marxisin and National Social- 

ism are content with, material production or animal vitality are 

_ the driving forces and the whole life of man. 
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terial existence of man; the error is in confining man and his 
whole life entirely to this level. The mistake of National Social- 
ism and Humanism is not its recognition of the sensitive life of 
man; the error is in speaking of man and all man’s activity in 


terms of animal existence. 

Thomism recognizes and admits the material existence of man. 
Thomism recognizes and admits the sensitive life of man. But 
the contribution of Thomism is its insistence on the recognition 
and admission of much more—the quest of man for all knowledge 
and truth which set him apart from the rest of the material uni- 
verse. The fact of man’s ability to make that search is his great- 
est prerogative. The attainment of what he secks—truih—is his 
highest perfection. Any goal short of this leaves man unsatisfied 
and eventually betrays him. 

Here is St. Thomas’ conviction of human dignity. ‘“ The hu- 
man person,” he says, “ signifies that which is most perfect in the 
whole of nature.” *8 That conclusion summarizes all the ample 
proof he gives of the unique activity of man’s mind, all the im- 
plications he finds in that activity, all his care in defining and 
analyzing, all the applications he makes of that activity to the 
individual and social life of man. With his original premise that 
life adds something to merely existing, and intelligence adds some- 
thing to merely living, he gives a dignity and stature to man that 
is really the index of his true worth and the norm of the society 
wherein he finds his completion. 

as“ 


. .. persona si 
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gnificat id quod est Perfectissimum in tota natura.” 
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Since revolution : 
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